also confirmed that he had heard that Mr. Paugh made a state-
ment during the week of March 3, that if he had to work over-
time, he would make sure he got enough to pay for his gas,
because of having to drive by himself to work (Tr. 131).

Mr. Polce confirmed that the collective decision to dis-
charge Mr. Paugh was made after an open discussion by those
in attendance at the meeting, and the collective conclusion
was "that it was in the handbooks that for fighting under-
ground it's a discharge" (Tr. 136). Mr. Polce stated that at
the time of the decision, he was aware of the different ver-
sions of the incident, including the assertion that Mr. Paugh
hit Mr. Beckman, that Mr. Paugh had pushed Mr. Beckman into
the bolter, and Mr. Paugh's denial that he hit Mr. Beckman,
and simply went around the bolter to talk to him and placed
his hand on Mr. Beckman's shoulder.  He also recalled
Mr. Beckman's statement that Mr. Paugh pushed him into the
bolting machine while he was tramming it and that it knocked
his hard hat off, and Mr. Sisler's statement that Mr. Beckman's
hat was knocked off, and that he more or less turned around to
protect himself by grabbing Mr. Paugh's arms. Mr. Polce stated
that he saw no difference "if you're hit from the back or
pushed from the back (Tr. 137-139), and that "If he was the
aggressor, come around behind the man and pushed him in the
back into a bolting machine, as far as I am concerned, that's
it" (Tr. 150).

Mr. Polce stated that Mr. Beckman was not discharged
because it was concluded that he was not the aggressor, and
he denied that Mr. Beckman's complaint that Mr. Paugh was
"dragging his feet" influenced his decision in this regard
(Tr. 142). Mr. polce admitted that he was aware that
Mr. Paugh had in the past drilled more test holes than were
necessary or installed additional support into good top that
was unnecessary, and that he confirmed this during his visits
to the section. He conceded that it is the roof bolter's
responsibility to make sure the roof where he is working is
safe and that he installs enough bolts to make it safe (Tr.
144). He also confirmed that Mr. Johnson "probably" told him
that Mr. Paugh may have gotten behind in his work at times,
and Mr. Polce has observed that Mr. Paugh would at times get
behind the other bolter, and at other times, he would be ahead
of the other bolter. However, Mr. Polce could not recall
discussing this with Mr. Paugh (Tr. 154).

Mr. Polce confirmed that at the time the decision was
made to discharge Mr. Paugh, he was unaware of any prior fight
between Mr. Paugh and Mr. Lucas, and he learned of that inci-
dent during the week of the instant hearing (Tr. 146).
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